Subclinical effects of chronic increased lead absorption--a prospective study. III. Neurologic findings at follow-up examination.
Neurologic examination, nerve conduction testing and electro-oculographic testing have been performed at a baseline examination and a follow-up examination in a group of lead workers with blood lead levels predominantly between 60 and 80 micrograms/dl and in a group of control workers. A statistically significant decreased saccade accuracy measurement in the lead workers compared to the controls was found at both examinations. No other simple test or pattern of findings differentiated between the lead workers and the controls, and the biological significance of the lower saccade accuracy is not clear. Nerve conduction measurements do not appear to be a satisfactory method of detecting subclinical neurologic effects of lead exposure.